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Synopsis

A multicultural array of poets explore what it is means to be AmericanA This powerful and moving
collection of poems stretches across the boundaries of skin color, language, ethnicity, and religion
to give voice to the lives and experiences of ethnic Americans. With extraordinary honesty, dignity,
and insight, these poems address common themes of assimilation, communication, and
self-perception. In recording everyday life in our many American cultures, they displace the myths
and stereotypes that pervade our culture.Unsettling America includes work by:A Amiri BarakaChitra
Banerjee DivakaruniRita DovelLouise ErdichJessica HagedornJoy HarjoGarrett HongoLi-Young
LeePat MoraNaomi Shihab NyeMarye Percylshmael ReedAlberto RiosNtozake ShangeGary

SotoLawrence FerlinghettiNellie WongDavid HernandezMary TallMountainA ...and many more.
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Customer Reviews

Forget the status quo of the Norton anthologies and the self-importance of the Best of American
Poetry series; this is THE anthology that belongs on everyone’s shelves. The Gillan’s have
compiled and arranged an eclectic selection of work from a great combination of poets both
well-known and should-be-better-known. Broken into five thematic "chapters," it is laid out like a
narrative, with different poets effortlessly flowing into one another and can be read from cover to

cover like your favorite historical novel.

Filled with voices you may not have heard before. Real stories of the real American dreams:



success, failures, nightmares, and survival. Not just the standard american poets, nor the academy.

Lots of real people. Worth the time.

If this book is not on your shelves, or better yet, in your bag, you are wrong! Put it right next to your

Norton. It's that important...

UNSETTLING AMERICA does just that. It brings into question settled ideas of American-ness and
what it means to be an American. In additon the organziation of the book is such that the authors
appear to be having a conversation about various aspects of conneaction and lack of connection to
their own roots and cultures and to America as amelting pot and an opportunity to reinvision the
promise of America. The work is clear, powerful, moving, exciting. It works out very well in a
classroom or discussion group as it is very thought provoking. Also it makes great bedside reading. |

relaly love this booka nd have bought many copies to share with my friends.

One of the most honest and needed collections around. This anthology is wonderfully edited with a
great selection of writers and work. It is very comprehensive and is loaded with truths America

needs to hear. Hats go off to the editors !

Challenging yet accessible. A wide range of topics and authors. | have culled numerous poems from
this anthology to use in a multi-genre unit on identity.
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